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Foreword 

The Technical Committee on Standards for Tobacco and Tobacco products elaborated the 
standard for Smokeless Tobacco Products. 

The need to provide adequate information to the public on the risk associated with 
consumption of tobacco products necessitated the elaboration of this standard. The 
standard will promote fairness amongst manufacturers, importers, distributors and 
marketers of the products and to safe guard the health of the consumer. 

This Standard incorporates relevant provisions of the Nigerian Tobacco Control Act, 2015 
and some of the relevant decisions reached at the WHO Framework Convention on 
Tobacco Control (FCTC). '"\. 

In elaborating this standard, references made to relevant Natio#and International 
Standards and information obtained from the Nigerian Tobacco ~ntrol Act, 2015, WHO 
FCTC, manufacturers and other stakeholders are hereby ackno~~'dged . 
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1. Scope 
This Nigerian Industrial Standard covers the quality and safety requirements, reference 
sampling and test methods for Smokeless Tobacco products imported, distributed, 
manufactured for local sale or marketed in Nigeria. lt does not include tobacco heat-not­
burn products. 

2. Normative references 
The following documents, in whole or in part, are normatively referenced in this document 
and are indispensable for its application. For dated references, only the edition cited 
applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including 
any amendments) applies. 4, 

NIS ISO 15152- Tobacco - Determination of the content of total a~tioids as nicotine-
Continuous-flow analysis method c.,41 

~~ 
NIS ISO 17025 - General requirements for the competef1t{}i of testing and calibration 
laboratories ~4.1 

NIS ISO 6488 - Tobacco and tobacco products - f/jf?ermination of water content - Karl 
Fischer method 4--

~41 
NIS ISO 16632 - Tobacco and tobacco prod~<fs --Determination of water content- Gas-
chromatographic method ~0 

v 
NIS ISO 15517- Tobacco - Deterr;J!~hon of nitrate content- Continuous-flow analysis 
method ~ 

0~ 
Coresta recommended met.W-a: No 69 - Determination of pH in Smokeless Tobacco 
Products -<.,C3 

Health Canada Meth#-1;10- Determination of Whole Tobacco pH 

Coresta recommended method No 72 - Smokeless Tobacco Products - Determination of 
Tobacco Specific Nitrosamines in Smokeless Tobacco Products by Liquid Chromatography 
- Tandem Mass Spectrometry 

Health Canada Method T-309 - Determination of Nitrosamines in Whole Tobacco 

Health Canada Method T-307 - Determination of Benzo[A}Pyrene in Whole Tobacco 

CAC/RCP 1,1969, Rev. 4, 2003, 3rd Edition - Recommended International Code of practice 
General Principles of food Hygiene 

CORESTA recommended method No 71- Smokeless Tobacco Products- Sampling 
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3. Terms and Definitions 
For the purpose of this Nigerian Industrial Standard, the following shall apply: 

3.1 
Additives 
Any substance, except for tobacco leaf and other natural or unprocessed tobacco plant 
parts , used in the manufacture or preparation of smokeless tobacco products and has a 
specific function in the finished product. 

3.2 
Brand 
A name, term, design, symbol or any feature that identifies any product of one 
manufacturer/distributor of good or service as distinct from those of other 
manufacturers/distributors. ~ 4.-

3.3 
Constituents 
Substances that occur naturally in tobacco leaf. 

3.4 
Content 
Comprises of ingredients and constituents 

(V4.; 
3.5 ~~ 

-9~ 
+~ 

o 
64,> 

~:~ 
4;~ 

# 

Country of origin o 
Name of the country where Smokeless T~cco products are manufactured. 

~~ 
3.6 ~() 
Chewing Tobacco ~ 
Chewing tobacco is a categorJ~-<0? oral Smokeless Tobacco products that are to be chewed 
during normal use. Ther@'are different forms of chewing tobacco that range from 
Scandinavian chewing to~co, Loose leaf chewing tobacco. Twist I roll chewing tobacco 
and Plug chewing to~~-

3.7 
Dry Snuff 
A dry oral Smokeless Tobacco product (moisture content typically less than 10%), that is 
manufactured from fire-cured fermented tobacco. The tobacco is ground into a powder and 
other flavor ingredients added. 

3.8 
Destination 
Name of the country where Smokeless Tobacco product is sold. 
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3.9 
Ingredients 
Include tobacco, components, including materials used to manufacture those components, 
additives, processing aids, residual substances found in tobacco (following storage and 
processing), and substances that are known to migrate into the product (contaminants are 
not part of ingredients). 

3.10 
Ingredient function 
The function of tobacco ingredients and non-tobacco ingredients for product categories 
where those are in use, used in the Smokeless Tobacco product. 

3.11 
Mo~tSnuff ~ 
A moist oral Smokeless Tobacco product made from cut or grou~ir- and fire-cured 
tobaccos and other ingredients. Moist Snuff is commonly manufa~red using a controlled 
fermentation process. The product is typically placed between ~~'-gum and the lower lip in 
the oral cavity. 4;-q; 

~ 
3.12 ~ 
Nasal Snuff <:)C:> 
A dry nasal Smokeless Tobacco product made fro~ound/pulverized mainly air- and flue­
cured tobaccos. During manufacture, the tob:z.."' is mixed with a casing solution and 
allowed to ferment or age for several w~~ before being finally mixed with other 
ingredients. The product is inhaled through ~e nose. 

6() 
3.13 8;~ 
Population ~0 
Aggregated batch of sale units ~the Smokeless Tobacco products in retail outlets in a 
given geographical area, at any$me in a given period. 

3.14 ""'~~ 
Smokeless Tobacco ~1iucts (STP) 
Tobacco products th~o not require combustion or production of tobacco aerosol (smoke) 
by other means, at the time of use. Examples include but are not limited to snus, chewing 
tobacco, moist and dry snuff and nasal snuff. 

3.15 
Snus 
A moist to semi-moist oral Smokeless Tobacco product, traditionally produced and used in 
Sweden, wh ich is made from finely ground, mainly air-cured, tobaccos and other 
ingredients. The product is placed between the gum and the 
upper lip in the oral cavity. 
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3.1 6 
Tobacco 
Leaves from the tobacco plant and other natural processed or unprocessed parts of the 
tobacco plant, including expanded and reconstituted tobacco 

3.1 7 
Tobacco blend 
A mixture of leaves from different types of tobacco and other tobacco-based components 
plus any associated humectants and flavorings required for a particular product or brand 
specification. 

3.1 8 
Total alkaloids 
These are the naturally occurring 'family' of organic substances contai~l!tg basic nitrogen 
atoms. Nicotine belongs to this 'family'. The total alkaloid as nico~ is determined in 
accordance with NIS ISO 15152. ~ 

~G 
4. General Requirements ~~~ 

~ 
4.1 Every manufacturer, distributor or importer ~f S ~less Tobacco Products shall 
submit to Standards Organisation of Nigeria (SON) b qst of December of each year under 
reference, the information required by this Standar ' print or in electronic form. 

~ 
4.2 The submission shall contain , in addition~1he information required by this Standard. 
the following information: 0 
a) The name, registered street addre~Cand telephone number of the manufacturer, 
distributor, importer or marketer on w~~ behalf the submission is made; 

«:; 
b) The street address of the ma~cturer's principal place of business in Nigeria; 

~ 
c)The street address of thec@ace of business where the Smokeless Tobacco product that 

is the subject of the rep~.#as manufactured; 

d) The date of the rei(P{ 

e) The period covered by the report; 

f) The Product Information Form described in the Appendix A for each marketed 
Smokeless Tobacco products brand, as per the quality requirements, test procedures and 
analytical methods established by this standard. 

g) Residual Agrochemical level in the tobacco leaf used in the production of the tobacco 
product. See format in Appendix B. 

4.3 The submission as described above shall be accompanied by a certificate issued by a 
laboratory accredited under ISO 17025 responsible for the testing. 
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4.3.1 The certificate shall be dated and signed by the appropriate technical authority 
responsible for the laboratory analysis. 

4.4 Without prejudice to the requirements of this standard, all smokeless tobacco products 
released for sale in Nigeria shall comply with specific requirements in clause 6.1 . 

4.5 Products which do not comply with the provisions of this Standard shall not continue to 
be sold and marketed. 

4.6 Tobacco companies shall take all reasonable precautions to ensure that all tobacco 
used in the manufacture of Smokeless Tobacco products together with the premises and 
products themselves are free from infestation & contamination during various stages of 
storage, processing, manufacturing and distribution of the finished prod~ 

0~ 
4.7 All the parameters described in the Product Information For~(Appendix A) shall be 
submitted to SON by the 31st December of each year. ~~ 

~~ 
5. Ingredients ~ 

~ 
5.1 Smokeless Tobacco Product producers shall 'l..~~se tobacco ingredients at levels 
which , based on available scientific evidence, re~er the Smokeless Tobacco Product 
more harmful to health than the Smokeless ~bacco Product would be without such 
tobacco ingredients. 4.~ 

0 
5.2 Any person engaged in the producti~ of Smokeless Tobacco Product using tobacco 
ingredients at levels which, based Ol)~~ailable scientific evidence, render the Smokeless 
Tobacco Product more harmful to t:rea lth than the Smokeless Tobacco Product would be 
without such tobacco ingredien&.as referred to in 5.1 shall be liable to administrative 
actions in accordance with ~~~~able provisions of law. 

5.3 Every manufacturer ~d importer of Smokeless Tobacco Products in Nigeria shall 
submit to the SON bu.t&1 51 of December of each year under reference all the relevant 
information regardin~~he types of ingredients used during manufacturing process by 
product type and by brand, with the exact levels of non-commercial sensitive ingredients by 
weight in milligrams and percentage of weight of the Smokeless Tobacco Products. 

5.4 A reporting threshold shall be set for individual flavourings used at quantities below 
0.1% of the total smokeless tobacco unit weight, such that the said ingredients may be 
grouped and identified as "flavourings" on this list. 
The report of the ingredients shall include the following requirements: 

a) The common name of the ingredient; 
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b) The chemical abstract services (CAS) registry number of the substance; Flavour and 
Extracts Manufacturers assessment number (FEMA) and The Council of Europe (CoE) 
number (as available) 

c) The function of the ingredient; 

d) The Maximum Use Level (MUL) by weight (mg) and by percentage(%) in any brand sold 
in the market during the reporting period . 

Adopt same principle of reporting as cigarette 

6. Quality requirements 

6.1 Specific requirement ~4., 
In addition to general requirements specified in clause 4, Smokele~ Tobacco Products 
shall comply with the specification given in Table 1. ~60 

~ 
Table 1: ft;.q; 

Specific Requirements for Smokeless T~-<ficco Products 
,.. 

Parameter S_Qecification ~<:)"" Test Method 

Tobacco Nicotine Content (%) 4.0 ~ ~, 
NIS ISO 15152 

(max) (;.-Q;-41 

Moi~~s= 52 

Tobacco Moisture Content 
Dry ff= 15 NIS ISO 6488 

(% by Dry weight) (max) ~ng tobacco= 15 NIS ISO 16632 
ff= 35 

r{ Nasal snuff- 15 

Tobacco Nitrate Co~~t 3 NIS ISO 15517 
(% by Dry weight) (max) .<...C3 

pH Range (;$''( 4- 11 
CRM 69 
T - 310 

Tobacco Specific Nitrosamines 10 ppm 
(TSNA) CRM 72 
(dry weight basis) (max) 
Nitrosodimethylamine 

0.01 ppm 
NOMA T- 309 
(dry weight basis) (max) 

Benzo(a)pyrene) B(a)P 0.02 ppm T- 307 
(dry weight basis) (max) 
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6.2 Contaminants 

6.2.1 Chemical Contaminants 

6.2.1.1 Mycotoxins 
All Smokeless Tobacco Products shall comply with the following limits for Mycotoxins in 
Table 2 

Table 2 
Requirement for mycotoxins in Smokeless Tobacco Produ cts 

Mycotoxins Limit Test Method 
(wet weight basis) 

0.01 ppm AOAC 
Total Aflatoxin (max) 4,. 

,..,.~v 

0.05 ppm AOAC c41 Ochratoxin A (max) 
.o.41~ 

,.,~· 

~1:, 
6.2.1.2 Pesticide Residue ~ ~ 
The product shall comply with the maximum residue ~1ts (MRLS) for pesticide established 
by appropriate authority. ~ + 

1:,~4; 6.2.3 Metallic Contaminants 
Smokeless Tobacco Products 
contaminants stated below: 

shall c@lply with the following limits for metallic 
~G 

~o"<l 
'">' Table 3 

r!t R equirement for Metall~• • ontaminants in s k mo eless T obacco Prod ucts 
Metallic Contaminants Llmit Test Method 
Lead (Pb) (max) "0 2.0ppm Electrothermal AAS 
Cadmium (Cd) (max) .-<J"J'' 1.0 ppm ICP- MS 
Arsenic (As) (max) A..;$' 0.5 ppm Electrothermal AAS 
Mercury (Hg) (max) '"' 0.04 ppm lCP-M.S/ lCP-OES 

7. Hygiene 
lt is recommended that the product covered by the provisions of this standard be prepared 
and handled in accordance with the appropriate sections of the recommended International 
Code of Practice- General Principles of Food Hygiene (CAC/RCP 1 - 1969, Rev. 4-2003). 

8. Packaging and Labelling 

8.1 Packaging 
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Smokeless Tobacco Products shall be packed in a suitable food grade container that will 
prevent contamination to the tobacco product and shall contain a minimum of 30 grams. 

8.2 Labelling 
The following particulars shall be legibly marked on one side of each packet: 

i. Name of producUBrand name 

ii. Quantity ofT obacco or Smokeless Tobacco products in the packet 

iii. Name and Location Address of Manufacturer and or Distributor 

iv. Date of manufacture and Expiry Date 

V. Country of origin 

vi. Batch number 

vii. 18+ Sign 

viii. "Do not litter sign" 

ix. Storage condition 

8.3 Warning 
6
c0 

-90 
+.<,; 

~4; 
~~ 

c~ 
~~ 

f;;~ 
~~ 
~ 

~~ 
0 

~ 
There are different types of packas,.~ for Smokeless Tobacco Products. Each type of 
packaging shall be marked with t~ pictorial and text health warn ing in rotation which shall 
be no more than 24 months ea~ with no longer than 150 days from the date new warning 
and message take effect tocfplace the warning and message from a previous period as 
follows: -<.; 

~"?-
c~ 

A: First rotation 



8: Second rotation 

C. Third rotation 

8.3.1 The text of the health warning on the packaging shall be printed in black ink on a 
white background within a black border of 1 mm thickness minimum (exclusive of the 
space). 
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8.3.2 The text of the health warning on a carton shall be printed in black within a black 
border of 1 mm thickness. 

8.3.3 The health warning, excluding the borders shall occupy 50% minimum of the total 
area of one side of the carton and shall be printed on the lower part of each panel. 

8.3.4 The health warning, excluding the borders shall occupy a minimum of 50% of the total 
area of the front and back panels of each packet/container of Smokeless. Tobacco 
products and shall be printed on the lower part of each panel, (primary & secondary 
packaging). 

8.3.5 The wording of the prescribed health warnings shall be printed using the HELVETICA 
fonts and, in a size, reasonable to fit the warning into the prescribed area. 

-.1,. 

9. Sampling and Testing o~ 
G~ 

9.1 Sampling -<;.f 
9.1 .1 All products covered by the provisions of this standard ~ll be sampled and tested in 
laboratories accredited to the ISO 17025 standard , # ich describes the general 
requirements for the competence of calibration and testingq;aboratories. 

<:)0 
9.1.2 The Smokeless Tobacco Products shall ~'Ysampled according to the Coresta 
standard for the sampling of Smokeless Tobacc~-$roducts (CRM 71 ). 

4.-o; 
9.2 Analysis o 
The samples taken in accordance wit~. 1 shall be analyzed for compliance with the 
requirements of this standard. 0~~ «:,: 
10. Criteria for Conform-<;._~ 

10.1 A population shall b~~emed to comply with the specification if after inspection and 
analysis of all the S~r:!_~S taken according to CRM 71 , the number of non-conforming 
inspection samples d~~! exceed the aceeptance number given in table 4 relative to the 
appropriate inspectiOR' sample size. 

Table 4 
Criteria f or Conformity 

Inspection Sample Size Acceptance Number 
1-5 0 
6-8 1 
9-13 2 
14-20 3 
21-32 5 
33-50 7 
51-80 10 

Note: Any failure beyond 10 IS not acceptable 
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Appendix A 

A : PRODUCT INFORMATION - SMOKELESS TOBACCO PRODUCTS 

1- GENERAL PRODUCT INFORMATION 
1.1 Brand name 
1.2 Tvoe of packaging 
1.3 Country of Oriain 
1.4 Destination 

2 - TOBACCO CHEMISTRY TEST METHOD 
2.1 Nicotine (Total Alkaloids) 
2.2 Moisture 
2.3 Nitrates 
2.4 pH 
2.5 Tobacco Specific Nitrosamines 
2.6 Benzo(a)pyrene) 

o4Y~ 
G4; 

~~ 
~.q; 

# .q; 
APPENDIX B: 0 

B: INFORMATION ON RESIDUAL AGROCHEMIC~~EVEL IN THE TOBACCO LEAF 
. .a., 

Substances CommonN~' Detected Level (~g/g) 
Aldrin Aldrin y 

Trans-chlordane Chlorda..r-fe'"' 
o,o'-DDE ,(')..~ 
o,p' &o ,o'- DOT 150<(0 

dieldrin ..dieldrin 
a-endosulfin -<L'Emdosulfin 
HCB t"S Hexachlorobenzene 
a-HCH ':'?ry HCH 

or G~ or 
a-BHC BHC 
f3-HCH HCH 

or or 
f3-BHC BHC 

y-HCH gamma-HCH 
or (Lindane) or 

v-BHC Qamma-BHC 
li-HCH HCH 

or or 
o-BHC BHC 
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heptachlor heptachlor 
Heptachlor epoxide -
o,p' -TOE 

or 
o,p' - ODD 

p,p'-TDE 
or TOE 

p,p'-000 
o,p' -DOE -
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