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MRMWR bans smokin

Our Correspondent
Muscat

It is now the turn of the Ministry
of Regional Municipalities and
Water Resources (MRMWR) to
ban smoking in enclosed public
spaces after Muscat Municipality
enforced the ban and Salalah
Municipality followed suit.

In order to safeguard public
health, the ministry has issued
the ministerial decision No.
272/2010 banning smoking in

all enclosed public spaces.

The decision lays down stipu-
lations regarding the regulation of
smoking inside closed areas and
defines the places which should
follow it, as well as the executive
and legal procedures for taking
action against violators,

Engineer Hilal bin Abdullah al
Haddabi, assistant director gen-
eral of health and wastewater
monitoring, said the ministry has
coordinated its efforts with all
related departments and estab-

lishments, asking them to follow
up the ministerial decision with
action against offenders.
Haddabi pointed out that ash-
trays should be removed from all
enclosed public places, and, if
needed, should be placed at least
7.5m away. The space earmarked
for smoking should be completely
isolated from the space for non-
smokers and it should not be less
than 20sgm wide and 3m tall.
Haddabi added that there
should be signs in Arabic and

English at the entrance to places
utilised by smokers. People under
18 will not be allowed to enter
such places and safety equip-
ment like fire extinguishers
should be available all the time.
According to the decision, a

- restaurant can use 50 per cent of

its space as a smokers' area after
getting permission from the min-
istry. Ventilation and air-condi-
tioning should be provided in
smoking areas, which should be
isolated from non-smoking areas.

g in public places

The decision also banned the
sale of tobacco products and all
their derivatives to people under
18. Advertising tobacco through
the media has been banned and
tobacco companies have been
banned from sponsoring sports
or social events. -

The Omani penal code lays
down that individual offenders
will be fined RO50 in the first and
second instance, Haddabi said. A
third offence will result in a fine of
RO200.




