
Republic of the Philippines 

DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

MEMORANDUM 

FOR 

FROM 

SUBJECT 

MAY 2 5 2018 

All Heads of DOST Councils, Institutes and Attached 
Agencies including Regional Offices 

Secretary ESTRELLA F. ALABASTRO 

Commitment to the World Health Organization Framework 
Convention on Tobacco Control (WHO FCTC) 

DATE . 24 May 2010 
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Attached for your information and guidance is copy of the letter of DOH 
Secretary Esperanza I. Cabral reminding all Government Departments, Bureaus, 
Commissions, Agencies, Offices and Instrumentalities including Government-Owned 
and/or Controlled Corporations that receipt of donations from partnership with, or the 
creation of perception of such partnership with the tobacco industry, goes against our 
country's commitment to the WHO FCTC to protect public health interests from 
tobacco industry interference. 

All are hereby enjoined to strictly adhere to this Commitment. 

Postal Address: P.O. Box 3596 Manila 
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Telex No. (75) 66819 
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Republic ofthe Philippines 
Department of Health 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 

HON. ESTRELLA ALABASTRO 
Secretary 
Department of Science & Technology 
Bicutan, Taguig City 

Dear Secretary Alabastro, 

Greetings of Peace! 

April 22, 2010 

As a party to the World Health Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco 
Control (WHO FCTC}, the Philippines is obliged to comply in good faith with the 
obligations therein. This includes ensuring full implementation of tobacco advertising 
bans, as well as, protecting public health policies from the commercial and vested 
interests of the tobacco industry. 

Article 5.3 of the WHO FCTC enjoins the State to protect public health policies from 
tobacco industry interference. The Guidelines Implementing Article 5.3 of the WHO 
FCTC identified the so-called "corporate social responsibility (CSR) activities of the 
tobacco industry" as a common mode of interference in the government, and 
government officials and employees are urged to avoid participation in so-called CSR 
or public relation activities of the tobacco industry. 

In addition, we would like to inform you that the publication in mass media of so­
called CSR activities, such as donations to organizations, that invariably involves 
indiscriminate display of the tobacco manufacturer's name as well as brand name, is 
a form of tobacco advertising which is prohibited under Section 22 of RA 9211. 

In view of this, we would like to apprise you that receipt of donations from, 
partnership with, or the creation of perception of such partnership with the tobacco 
industry, goes against our country's commitment to the WHO FCTC to protect public 
health interests from tobacco industry interference. 

We look forward to your cooperation in this matter. 
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